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This exhibition discloses the evolution and accumulation of Joanna’s studio work, with selected pieces 
shown created at various points during her academic career at James Madison University. Primarily a 
painter, Joanna also experiments with drawing and screenprinting, recently utilizing various mixed media 
approaches incorporating different combinations of the previously mentioned elements or more. The 
selected works were carefully chosen to foreshadow components of Joanna’s BFA Thesis Project, to be 
concluded December 2018, including methods of research, experimentation, medium, and content,  

Joanna’s work investigates human dysfunctionality and how that manifests externally and internally on 
multiple levels, specifically in relation to substance use disorder and mental illness. How the ideas and 
terms such as brokenness and woundedness manifest in bodily form, many times affecting the brain 
neurologically and psychologically and exploring how self reflection, vulnerability, and accountability can 
aid in combating these adversities. Joanna depicts these ideas through representations of the human 
form and related organic imagery, with varying degrees of realism and abstraction and vivid use of color. 

The term Enmesh embodies all of these ideas, in both medium and content. Enmesh is the cause to 
become entangled in something; intertwined, embedded, and ensnared. It also translates as involving 
(someone) in a difficult situation from which it is hard to escape.  

Enmeshment specifically is also more generally designated as submerging and overwhelming 
codependent relationships where an unhealthy symbiosis is in existence. 

Symbiosis is the interaction between two different organisms living in close physical association, typically 
to the advantage of both.  

The parallel of the scientific connections to relational, behavioral habits, and universal human adversities 
is an overarching theme in Joanna’s work.  

Her approach to layering paint, ink, and other materials connects to the idea of being enmeshed as there 
is a carefully articulated means of applying the materials so some become almost lost while other 
penetrate through to the surface, creating a meticulous build up of material. A ritual of erasing and 
deconstructing in order to add to and build upon the piece is a key component.  

Joanna will be completing her undergraduate coursework December 2018 and be concluding with a 
BFA Thesis Project through the Honors College at JMU. She will continue in her focus of medium and 
content to complete an extensive artistic project, thesis paper, and presentation of her research, project, 
and conclusions.  

 



 

 

 

Listed in the order in which they were created. 

1. Awareness, 2017, Oil paint on stretched canvas, 24” x 36” 
2. Shattered Bloom, 2017, Oil paint on stretched canvas, 24” x 36” 
3. Shattered Bloom, 2017, Oil paint on stretched canvas, 24” x 36” 
4. Collision, 2017, Oil paint on stretched canvas, 3’ x 4’ 
5. Remembrace, 2017, Oil paint on stretched canvas, 4’ x 3’ 
6. Submerged, 2017, Oil paint on stretched canvas, 4.5’ x 3.5’ 
7. Hayley Michelle, 2017, Silkscreen on paper, 14” x 11” 
8. Roam, 2017, Silkscreen on paper, 11” x 22” 
9. Embrace(d), 2017, Silkscreen on paper, 22” x 11” 
10. Broken Together, 2017, Oil paint on stretched canvas, 5’ x 4’ 
11. Raw, 2017, Oil paint on stretched canvas, 5’ x 4’ 


